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Assigned Mission

   “Sir, sir,” the shouts came in from the hallway as a boy of a young age, ran into the room. “Sir!” He called out loudly, “The ship is ready for use now, it is definitely ready this time, sir.” Puffing he made his way over to a chair. “Mmm, okay good job!” The boss replied in a quiet manner and looked outside. Apparently he was to take his time with this. The crowds outside were causing chaos on the streets and in the building. If it weren’t for the high-tech security, shopkeepers would find all their shelves empty in a very short time. The technology was far advanced now but the population of this place, of all places was definitely not what the human race would like. Earth just didn’t have enough space for life. The boss was sure of what he was to assign. “Chris!” He called sending the boy sitting up straight. “Chris, I’ve decided to use our technology to, well lets just say to help us.” 

“What do you mean?” Asked the boy 

“Well, what I mean is that we are going to send someone to help find a place that is possible to inhabit ourselves on. A place with water, food, air and elements.”

 “Are you sure that is poss…” 

He was cut off by the boss, “Of course it’s possible, everything is possible, many years ago people thought that space travel was impossible although now we know that it is possible.” “Okay,” replied the boy, Chris. 

“Do you know who that person is going to be?” The boss asked, this time in a serious voice. Chris smiled, of course he knew!

“Jacob Welldo.” He answered sure of the answer. 

“Of course that is right!” The boss replied.

 Then he added “Do you know who is his companion?” To this Chris didn’t know so he answered “I don’t know.”

“Chris, you are his companion, you will guide him on his trip, it is you.” Chris was speechless. He spluttered around and then went to get a glass of water to celebrate his first ride ever on an important mission.

   Jacob Welldo sat in the monorail train, the only way to get anywhere. He sat whistling in high spirits. In fact it was very hard to be that way for he was badly squashed but he was the sort of man that was in high spirits all the time. He checked his watch, still another hour till the train stopped. “Hey!” The cries came from the crowd, a rather large man stepped out and shouted “Welldo?” The shouting was hard to hear as the crowd in the train was rather loud. “Welldo?” asked the man again, this time becoming impatient. “That’s my name!” Came the reply. “I know you, you’re the one that busted up my boss and sent him to jail you ugly son of a bitch!” He turned and looked at Jacob ready to hit him. Suddenly with a huge leap Jacob jumped up onto the pipes that ran down the roof of the train. Swinging his leg he caught the man under the chin and then jumped down. All the attention was on them now. A hand suddenly reached behind his neck, something hit him then laughter was heard. Jacob broke away from the strong grip holding him by the neck. He hit out wildly, not knowing who were friends from enemies. He could see the door, He rushed off and jumped out, immediately feeling the force of the wind gushing on his face, beating him.

*                   *                    * 

  “Is Welldo not here yet?” Asked the boss pacing up and down. It was an hour later and Welldo still had not come. “Is the train running late again, though it is usually on time.” He said

 “Actually sir, the train has come and gone.”

 “Welldo not on it then?” 

“No, there was no signs of him.”

 “Perhaps he is sick, no he would have told us he is our most reliable agent.”

 “I heard that there were still some gangsters out there that hated him. They might have killed him or tried to.”

 “ It   might be that they tried to kill him but they probably didn’t, he was our best fighter by far.” “He is mortal though, all it would take was one laser in the heart and he would fall.” 

“I suppose you are right but if he is dead he can’t go on this mission that I had assigned. He was to look for another inhabitable planet so that we could repopulate there so things weren’t so bad here. I suppose that you are our second best agent. You would do it if he was unavailable.”

“So there’s a reward for it?” “I was just coming to that and yes there is.” Justin Power was another agent who was very jealous of Jacob yet he was quite unaware that if Jacob Welldo didn’t do the really hard missions then he would have to do them and he would probably get killed or something like that. “Ahh Welldo!” The talking was heard from the next room as Jacob came from the train tracks, walking. Justin turned and listened in the room as the boss told him how they thought that he might have been dead. Then he was told of his encounter with the man and said that there was likely to be much more of them killers. “Ahh yes, we will have to get rid of them. Did you notice anything about them.?” 

“Well one of them knew my name, he was quite large and had tattoos over his arm. The other had a very strong grip and likes to go for the neck.”

“Good, I will take a search out for them.” Justin heard this and a plan formed in his mind. He wanted to go on this trip and see what outer space looked like as he had never done it before. The only way to do this was to get Jacob out of the way, forever.

   It was evening by now, a few hours had past, Justin was creeping through the shadows aching to turn around the corner but he knew that they would kill him on instinct. He would have to call out first. “Hi!” He called, anxious to make them feel good about him. “Who is there?” Came the reply in a bold voice. Meekly he stepped out and introduced himself. “Justin Power, you know Welldo don’t you, you know, the one on the train?”

 “How did you know about that?”

“One of my friends was on the train and he told me about it.”

“What about it?”

“Well I was wondering if you would help me kill him?”

“You bet we would, ain’t that right Tom?” The man that was sitting beside the talker stirred and nodded slowly. “Yea we could do with some help to get that man out of our life!”

“He is a good fighter though.”

“I got tons of lasers and those olden day things, you know the guns they called them. They’ll kill him!”

“So has he.”

The conversation went on a little bit and then they went to find the man that they were intending to kill. As the crept through the shadows they heard the voice of Jacob Welldo. It was almost as if he was there for them to kill. The man Tom stuck his head out behind the side of the corner and there he was sitting beside a fire, smoking. He was such an easy target. Tom pulled out his laser and then pulled the trigger, sending a laser beam to fire right at the head. Welldo suddenly flopped down as more indication as he was dead. “Well that was easy!” Exclaimed Tom’s friend. Suddenly up above they heard Welldo’s voice. “You thought it was that easy huh!” He was pointing a laser at them so they couldn’t try any tricks. He was up on the roof of the building and they realized they had been tricked. “So you’re trying to kill me, aren’t you?”  

“Of course we are!” Said Justin who had been quiet since. 

“Justin Power, well, well, well. The boss won’t be pleased to hear this!”

Justin in the meantime was taking his laser out of it’s pocket and he didn’t want Jacob to see. As he took it slowly out of his pocket, Jacob saw the sparkle and pulled the trigger. A laser flashed down at Justin and he fell onto the ground, his laser flying away into the fire that was still going despite the wind and the cold. The rest of the people ran away and so Jacob left leaving the dead body lying there leaving a pond of blood around him. 
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Engine Failure

   “Sure I can!” The boss had told Welldo about the mission and then he had told the boss of the last nights incident. The boss had explained that he had known that Justin could be a very jealous man, now Jacob had confirmed that he would want to do the mission. He was shown the spaceship that he was to use and although it was a little one it was very good looking. All those movies about space travel could now come true. Although he didn’t tell he thought that Chris would be a very good companion and which he was willing to go. Finally they waved goodbye to their family and friends, stepped inside their spaceship which was called the earth warrior, and Jacob got ready to go.

   “All right then, it is this button to crash land, this to go faster, this to go slower, and all these other buttons I will find out about when I need to.” Jacob was teaching himself how to work this spaceship. He put a helmet on as he didn’t trust a crash landing if they had to do one. Chris did the same and they sat beside each other on the ship. A huge crowd was surrounding them and they got out of the way as Jacob indicated that he was to lift off. Jacob looked at all the controls and he turned a key. The boosters flared up that he was controlling. He pressed the speed button and then suddenly a loud BOOM! was heard and then the spaceship was gone, already out of the atmosphere, into the darkness and mysteriousness of outer space, to a odyssey not yet explored by a human kind, to a place not yet discovered, in a journey where the only guidance will be god himself taking the spaceship to death or to glory.

 “Chris can you press that button there?” Asked Jacob trying to turn the Spaceship onto automatic control as they sped past the Astro-belt. Chris though was looking in amazement as the stars and the planets as they joined together to make the most beautiful scenery that he had ever seen. “Chris?” Jacob nudged him back to reality and then he pressed the button as Jacob indicated. Jacob desperately wanted to have some food as he forgot to have breakfast and dinner. He got up and then remembered something. They had forgotten to bring food! Jacob rushed over to the cockpit and then violently turned around and telling Chris the very serious mistake that they had made. It was not long until they reached earth to tell the people there who were wondering if they had crashed or something worse. After a refill of food and drink they got back into the earth warrior and started off again, this time not forgetting anything.

  After reaching the great planet of Jupiter they decided to get out of the disk of the solar system and so Jacob turned the ship upwards out of the great amount of gravity from Jupiter. 

  It was not long until Earth was out of sight and so they found that they had the journey that no one in the history of human kind had ever made and may never do. This Odyssey was going to be the greatest one that had ever been tried and that may ever be tried. It was more than an adventure of a lifetime, it was the adventure of a race, the human race, a adventure that only Jacob and Chris would do and maybe the only rescuers of the human race.

 “Look Chris, see that disk thing there?” Jacob asked

“Yes, I do!” Answered Chris excited as the formation that he was told to look at was very beautiful.

“That is our Galaxy, the milky way!”

“Do we live there?”

“Yes we do.”

“What’s that place there?” Asked Chris pointing at another disk that was similar to the one that they had just referred to just before. “I don’t know what that Galaxy is called but it looks interesting so hang on because I am going in there. Jacob then pressed the ‘go faster’ button and took the earth warrior to full speed, the speed of light. Pretty soon they found themselves amongst a place of stars and planets just like the stars and planets that they had seen on their way out of the Milky way. A swirling formation it was too when looked at from the outside but in the inside a row of stars and planets on an endless line of defense which looked like it was guarding the soul of the galaxy, a huge star, thousands of times bigger than the star that on earth we see every day, the sun. From anywhere in the galaxy it could be seen sparkling over all the different solar systems and the different debris floating around as if some huge mass had exploded and the chunks that were small had stayed misshapen though the chunks that was of resemble size, gravity had come into life and pulled it into spheres and planets floating around found a star to orbit and the star had found something bigger, a super colossal, giant, huge star. 

  While the scenery had got Chris pulled into a spell, enchanted and spellbound with the beauty of this unknown solar system, Jacob was still searching for what they had come here for, a planet with air, water, food and also the elements like the boss had told them. This he could not find and so he nudged Chris back to reality once again and then told him to look out for it. Chris was very sleepy and so didn’t know what they were doing and so very slowly he went to sleep and so Jacob was tired too and so he put the craft onto automatic drive and then he too was pretty soon dozing asleep as well.

   “BEEP, BEEP, BEEP, BEEP” The noise rose above the snoring of the sleeping people and so they rose too an early morning with no sun too tell them what time it was. The noise however was indicating something though and that something was bound to be important. Jacob quickly wrote something onto the computer that was on the earth warrior and soon he understood that they would have too press the button that he most hoped that would be left untouched. It was the crash landing button. The engines had, although been tested and tested and tested again had just suddenly failed on them and so the nearest thing they could find that was suitable to land on was a red and dusty planet with no signs of life or signs of being a planet that they could live on. Jacob carefully drove the space ship toward the planet, ever so carefully but then suddenly he had no power and the ship flew into the power of gravity as if there were a magnetic hold on the craft. The earth warrior was flung into the planet at great speed and then suddenly as they hit the planet a great force was mentioned on the surface of the planet as the boy and the man wriggled out of the wreckage of the Spaceship and before going to look at the planet, dug out from the their wreckage of the earth 

warrior food so they could explore without worry. Their first adventure on a long range of adventures all packed into one was about to begin.

3

Uninhabitable Planet

   The red dust flew up into the pairs eyes with wind flowing to cover the wreckage of the earth warrior. The glistening red sand grew a great liking to Mars, much closer to home but unfortunately there were no signs of any ice or anything that might contradict to water. There was no air on that planet so they had to wear special space suits found on the earth warrior to help them breath and also they had entirely different elements as they were to find out later. The smooth landscape allowed them to see for a long distance before the curve of the planet stole the sight. Apparently the landscape was very smooth but as they were also going to find out, the other side of the planet was going to be entirely different on that basis.  Jacob ran over and together they had a sand fight although it made their clothes dirty, it was great fun. Later they together ate food and drunk water and then settled down under the hot sun, defending each other from it as there was nothing with a shadow so shield them from the sun. Nothing was moving from the flat surface of the planet and so there was nothing to worry about. Usually they would have to do nothing but Jacob, who was a great worker knew that they had had enough rest so he told Chris to get up and they went away to explore on this planet. It was some time until the sun finally went around to the other side of the planet and so, brought night upon the planet and restored enough coolness to make it that they could properly sleep and so have a great day of exploring ahead of them, and on the other side of the planet as well. 

   The sun came up over the horizon of the planet creating an incredible sight of dazzling beauty and brightness. However it was impossible to look that way for fear of permanently destroying your eyesight. It was like being in a dark room for a long time and then coming out into a very bright light such as the sun. Jacob awoke and shielded his yes from the bright and dazzling sight, even that wasn’t enough and he had to turn around for a while, while he waited for the sun to come fully out. Chris crept into Jacob’s long, long shadow to get out of the bright sight and into the shadow, even after that though his eyes were sore from the bright sights of the sun, now christened Itala, which was totally made up. Finally when the great glare from the star went up into the sky, with it’s great heat, Jacob got up to walk around. Chris was still too hot and tired to walk and with their great big, heavy oxygen tanks by their side, it was incredibly hard to move. Finally Chris had no choice he unclipped his oxygen tank and as he prepared to hold his breath he took in the alien air and found that it was very breathable. They had brought their oxygen tanks all this way and it was totally unnecessary. The air that Chris was breathing was in fact a much better air, much cleaner, and much much less polluted than the air that they breathed at home, it was much less polluted if it was polluted at all. Jacob saw that Chris could breath easily without his oxygen tank and decided to see if the air was indeed breathable. He threw it to the ground when he had too, found out that the air here was in fact air that could breathed. Thus they carried on along the desert leaving their tanks to blow away in the wind. For the first time Jacob caught a whiff of wind and though it was so slight that none could worry of it Jacob became more careful about how they took things as a slight change in the weather may be a slight change in their chances of surviving in the extreme conditions. Chris too caught the whiff of wind and distinctly felt a chill around him even with the heat. How he wished for a cool glass of water but water that they carried with them had all got heated up and so all they had to drink was heated water. Wind was now getting stronger and so Jacob decided to stop for the night. This deemed to be a good idea as the Sun had gone down to the other side of the planet. Jacob then had a funny idea of digging down to sleep. This also deemed to be a good idea, in a different way though. The wind howled and howled all the time and then suddenly a huge pile of sand was dumped on them and so when the winds went so fast that they would have been torn apart, instead they were lying there under the sand and the red dust, scared but safe. Finally after a night of not much sleeping was over they dug themselves out of the dust and then saw the planet, totally changed. It seemed that the world had changed over itself, it had turned inside out or outside in and also and most important it seemed that they had given a free passage to the other side of the planet. The other side of the planet was dirty and rusty but it had protection from the sun. It was bumpy and full of mountains, it seemed that there was no flat ground on this side of the planet. It was ragged landscape yet it was beautiful landscape. Chris was planning on asking Jacob a question about the desert but he was too flabbergasted to ask it. His question was ‘Do you know how deserts are made?’ He didn’t ask it though because he was in fact forgetting it and after he was out of the spell of the mountain landscape he had totally forgotten it and so he couldn’t ask it.  

  “This way!” Said Jacob 

 “Are you sure?” Asked Chris not certain that that was the right way to go.

“Of course I’m sure!” Whenever Jacob had made up his mind it was very hard to turn him off it.

 “Oh all right!” Chris gave up the argument very early as he realized that he was going to have a very hard time to persuade him to go the other way.

It was a while until anything exciting happened, it was basically just climbing and falling, climbing then falling, but then Jacob saw a glint of green the only other colour other than yellow (The blazing sun) and red (The dust that covered the ground). He looked at it and then he saw nothing. Then he saw a glint of green again. He went over to have a look and then he saw nothing again. Then he realized. He had heard of holograms before and he had seen them as well. He knew that now he was face to face with one now and he realized that maybe the inhabitants were holograms. This would mean that they could bear the extreme heat and they could also bear the winds that came during the what they probably called the inside out winds, well that was what Jacob thought they were called. “Chris! Come here, there is a species of holograms you should see!” He called and then thought to himself that it was very lucky that they had come this way for this to happen. “Coming!” Answered Chris excitedly, he had been waiting for the moment that he saw the species of this planet. He thought that the species would be very intelligent to able to cope with these really extreme conditions. Before he got to Jacob he saw a thing that was green and went over to investigate. Before he knew it he was surrounded by holograms. “Help!!” He called out when he saw the menacing expression on their faces he knew he ought to go right through them but he had his doubts about it as they seemed more solid than ever! “Help!!” He called again, this time getting an answer. “Yes! Coming!” Called Jacob and went to rescue Chris. 

“Oh my god!” Shouted Jacob, surprised at the number of holograms surrounding Chris. “Come on boy, come out!” He shouted again and then very shakily Chris crept out and all the holograms turned around and looked at him, at them actually. It was an amazing discovery. These ‘things’ had something to see with. There was no eyes showing on the body and so it was truly amazing for Chris and especially Jacob. Jacob then remembered their mission. They couldn’t contact earth from here as it was another galaxy. Radio waves wouldn’t travel that far and so the people back on earth would no if the people that they had assigned. It was truly frightening for the boss at home as he thought that his best agent might be dead and it was all because of him. Jacob told Chris that they would go back to the earth warrior and then fix it and start off again. Chris had forgotten about the mission and then said “Yes! So far we have done absolutely nothing and so if we got back onto the earth warrior then we could complete the mission!” They didn’t have any idea to as which where the craft was and so they thought that if they were going to die in this mission then god would have said it and if they weren’t then they would be lucky and get to the wreck of their spaceship that had got them all the way to this planet that they had still not given a name. That was what Chris thought anyway. Jacob thought that they would be lucky as they had been ever since on the journey and rely on luck to get them some where. As it happened though they found the dumped down oxygen tanks lying on the top of a mountain and then they knew that they were on the right track. Jacob had a look around and there he saw it, a long way away, yet only a days journey from where they were, the wreckage of the earth warrior. And to top on that, there was almost nothing wrong with the craft now as the winds had done them a favour, they had fixed the craft!! Chris skipped merrily toward the craft. Obviously that wouldn’t help them and so they would have to spend one more night out in the planet but at least he was in high hopes of actually completing the mission after surviving on a planet without water, food and holograms living on it. Wow!
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Enemy on Board

   After seeing the spaceship they realized that it still needed some attention to and if it was going to take them to a far away place then they had to do some more work onto it and so they did this eagerly. After the day broke up, they had they ship good as new. It was true that they had to steer the ship by themselves and they couldn’t put it on to automatic but other than that every thing was working really well. Jacob had a look at it and then gave Chris the thumbs up. “So does that mean we can go now?”

 “Yip that is what that means!” 

“Yes!” 

“Alrighty then, lets get into the ship!” 

Jacob got into the ship and so Chris followed keen to get up into the air. Jacob pressed the button and rather suddenly they were up and away in the area of space, out of the hot deserted place. Jacob then suddenly realized something as he went through the space, cutting by the planets sun. The planet had double suns that was why there was so much heat and humidity on that planet. He pointed this out to Chris but Chris had already seen and so he didn’t answer but stare at the formation of stars already surrounding them and closing them in all packed up so as no way out. At least that was what Chris thought but of course it wasn’t true. So far in the journey they had felt no fears or nerves troubling both the explorers but now was different it was almost as if something was supposed to happen and they were being given some sort of warning. Nerves were no trouble for Jacob as he had learned how to control them and this had helped him on his campaigns but now he had extra bad nerves and so he sat at his driving seat controlling the space craft with his fingers crossed that nothing would go wrong and they would complete the mission. Chris on the other hand had fears that they would die and he was biting his finger nails that Jacob would fly the earth warrior to an inhabitable place that they could live and then get back to earth and lose this fear of dying in a place where no one would find them and they would not be buried and just float around in space for ever more. Jacob shut his eyes for a minute trying to get these gruesome thoughts out of his head.     
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